NORTHWEST FILM FORUM

6th Annual Children’s Film Festival Seattle 

Information, Rules and Regulations

1.) Organization.  Children's Film Festival Seattle (http://www.childrensfilmfestivalseattle.org) is an annual, competitive, international film festival presented by Northwest Film Forum (http://www.nwfilmforum.org), a non-profit organization dedicated to programming and supporting independent film and video.  Northwest Film Forum is dedicated to showing the best in world cinema, including the latest work from the world's most revered filmmakers, classic films from the canon, exciting new work from directors in Seattle and around the world, and the highest-quality films for family audiences. Last year, Children's Film Festival Seattle presented 89 films from 28 countries.  Children's Film Festival Seattle 2011 will take place in Northwest Film Forum's two cinemas, with screenings offered to both the general public and school groups.  Dates for the 2011 Festival are Friday, January 28 through Sunday, February 6, with additional screenings for school and childcare groups scheduled Monday-Friday Feb. 7-25.     [image: image1.png]



2.) Mission. Children's Film Festival Seattle provides an artistic alternative to mainstream commercial media and creates a reliable venue for filmmakers who make great films for children, youth, and families. We promote debate, discussion, and spark new interests in different languages and ways of life by showing innovative, inspiring and fun films from around the globe. We provide opportunities for Seattle's many ethnic communities to connect with and celebrate powerful images of their own homelands and cultures, and encourage our audience members to sharpen their critical eyes through workshops with professional actors, directors, writers, technicians, and producers.  [image: image2.png]



3.) Entry. There is no entry fee for the Festival.  Submit a film by sending the following materials to the Festival Director, Elizabeth Shepherd, to arrive by September 27, 2010:

· Signed and completed 2011 Film Information Form (one form per entry)

· A full-length preview DVD of the entry, clearly labeled with title of production

· Production information, including cast and credits

· Brief biographies of producers, director, and principle actors

· Two high-quality images from the production. These should be e-mailed to liz@nwfilmforum.org as .jpgs or .tifs

· Posters, press book, or other promotional materials if available

All of these materials should be sent to the following address:

Elizabeth Shepherd, Director, Children's Film Festival Seattle, 21004 Vashon Highway SW, Vashon, Washington, USA 98070.  E-mail correspondence, including entry forms submitted electronically, should be sent to liz@nwfilmforum.org
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4.) Eligible Films and Videos. All entries submitted must be suitable for children ages 12 and under.

· The Festival accepts both live-action and animated submissions. 

· All entries whose original language is not English must be subtitled or dubbed in English. Dialogue lists or scripts are not acceptable as a substitution for this rule.
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5.)  Selection/Festival Director.  Selection will be made by Festival director Elizabeth Shepherd.  Since 2005, Shepherd has been the curator of all children’s programs at Northwest Film Forum.  She is the former director of the Chicago International Children's Film Festival, and has served on the juries of the Seoul International Family Film Festival, the Moscow International Festival of Films for Children and Young People, India's International Film Festival for Children and Young People, and the Cairo International Film Festival for Children.  She has also curated special children's film programs in Los Angeles for the Roy and Edna Disney CalArts Theatre; in Pittsburgh for the August Wilson Center for African American Culture; in Asheville, North Carolina for the Asheville International Children’s Film Festival; in New York City for The New Museum; in Notre Dame, Indiana for ANDkids World Film Festival, and, in Seattle, for the Nordic Heritage Museum, the Seattle Asian Art Museum, and the Children's Museum.
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6.) Criteria. 
Criteria for selection: 

· Film content should be creative and demonstrate artistic and technical mastery.

· Content should speak positively to children of diverse backgrounds and cultures.  We look for films that provide strong role models for both boys and girls. 

· Stories should be culturally authentic, timely, and of universal appeal to young audiences.  We especially appreciate plot lines that are child-driven.

· Entries to the Festival should be made for, rather than about, children.

· Films should not contain gratuitous violence, nudity, or profanity.

Entries may be disqualified for technical or procedural reasons, including: 

· Any entry not subtitled or dubbed into the English language. (This is enforced for both submission and Festival screening purposes. Scripts or dialogue lists may not be sent as a substitution for this rule.) 

· Films and videos that are purely educational or instructional in nature.

· Films and videos that are aimed primarily at an adult audience.
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7.) Notification of Festival Status. The Festival will inform all entrants no later than November 15, 2010, whether films have been selected for the Festival.  Preview DVDs, tapes and support materials of all films submitted for consideration cannot be returned. 
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8.) Prizes 
Children’s Film Festival Seattle has a 10-member Children’s Jury.  The Jury views a competition selected by the Festival director, and awards prizes in the following categories:  Best Feature Film, Best Animated Short Film, Best Live Action Short Film, the Northwest Filmmaker Prize (for the jury’s favorite film made by a filmmaker from the Pacific Northwest) and the Global Zoom Prize (for the film that best promotes intercultural understanding). The Most Popular Film of the Festival is selected based on votes taken after each screening. Certificates are sent to prizewinning films.
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9.) Additional screenings, including Best of the Festival 2011 screenings and inclusion in REDCAT International Children’s Film Festival. 


Selected films and festival programs may be included in additional screenings taking place in the weeks and months immediately following Children’s Film Festival Seattle 2011. These additional screenings fall into two categories: 1) Best of the Festival screenings and 2) REDCAT International Children’s Film Festival.

Best of the Festival:  Each year, approximately 10 venues throughout the Northwest, the United States and Canada request screenings of the prize-winning and audience favorites of our festival.  Children’s Film Festival Seattle director Elizabeth Shepherd selects a program comprised of approximately 10 short films.  The program is then professionally compiled on a DVD, and sent to participating venues.  Filmmakers and distributors should indicate on the Festival Film Submission Form if they give permission for their films to be included in this program.  All filmmakers and distributors of films selected for the Best of the Festival program will be notified of the venues offering this program.

REDCAT:  For the past five years, Children’s Film Festival Seattle director Elizabeth Shepherd has curated the annual REDCAT (Roy and Edna Disney CalArts Theatre) International Children’s Film Festival in Los Angeles, using inspiration from Children’s Film Festival Seattle programs as the starting point in selecting the REDCAT program.  To see last year’s REDCAT program, visit http://www.redcat.org/event/2010-RICFF-01.
Filmmakers and distributors who want to have their films considered for REDCAT International Children’s Film Festival should indicate their interest on the Festival Film Entry Form, and also fill out a REDCAT International Children’s Film Festival Entry Form.  The REDCAT Entry Form should be submitted at the same time as the form for Children’s Film Festival Seattle. 
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10.) Festival format of films and videos selected:
For Festival screening, we are able to screen a wide range of formats:  35mm, NTSC BetaSp, DVD (NTSC, PAL and region coded DVD), and DigiBeta (NTSC and PAL). 

REDCAT International Children’s Film Festival offers a wider variety of screening formats.  For a list of those formats, consult the REDCAT Film Submission Form.
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11) Correspondence and contact: For more information, contact Elizabeth Shepherd, Director, Children's Film Festival Seattle, liz@nwfilmforum.org.  Mail all entry materials to 21004 Vashon Highway SW Vashon, WA 98070 USA.  The address of Northwest Film Forum is 1515 12th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98122 USA, phone 206.329.2629, fax 206.329.1193. Festival formats of films that have been selected for the festival should be sent to the Northwest Film Forum address. [image: image11.png]



12.) Transportation of films and videos selected.  The Festival formats of films and videos selected for festival inclusion must arrive at the Festival offices no later than January 12, 2011.   Films and videos are to be sent to the following address: Children's Film Festival Seattle, Northwest Film Forum, 1515 12th Ave. Seattle, Washington, USA 98122.  All transportation costs of Festival formats to Seattle must be borne by the participant, including charges for customs clearance.

The Festival will pay the cost of shipping all films and videos back to the participant or the film's next venue (including the REDCAT festival) excluding charges for customs clearance. 

REDCAT typically pays all costs of shipping all films and videos back to the participant or the film’s next venue after the completion of the REDCAT festival.
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13.) Deadlines. 

September 27, 2010:  deadline for film information form, support materials, and preview copy for Festival selection.

January 12, 2011:  Festival format due for all films being shown on 35mm or in tape formats.     
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14.) Rulings.  Northwest Film Forum reserves the right to rule on cases not covered by these regulations. 

[image: image14.png]



15.) Participation Agreement. The Participation Agreement contained on the official Festival Film Information Form must be signed, or “checked” if using an online version. 

